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See Details Page 3

Coming Up
December - April

 
It’s time to shine up that German beauty of yours 

and head over to Hawthorne Plaza for our annual 

Oktoberfest Concours d’Elegance.
 

Once again, we’ve invited other area German Car Clubs
to showcase their cars along with us.

 
Please join us on Sunday, October 16th, 9am-2pm

and show the public why we’re so proud of our automobiles.
 

For more info. contact:   jeff@kcmbca.org

At our November 5th breakfast meeting 42 people gathered to hear Jim Schmidt, 
Service Manager from Aristocrat Motors share his passion for serving the homeless in 
the KC area.  
 
Working through the Uplift 
Organization, he and his family help 
cook and serve hot meals to the 
homeless three times each week.

That morning was also designated as 
the KC Section’s annual Saturday to 
collect donated items for Uplift.   Well, 
I’m proud to say that your donated 
goods filled their Sprinter van and we 
were able to give them a $400 cash 
gift also!  
 
Thank you for showing an abundant 
demonstration of compassion and 
generous support for this cause!!! 
 
I am also glad to report the membership approved the Resolution of Dissolution, and 
as such, the officers will soon be completing the KC Section’s move from Missouri to 
Kansas.
 
As we begin to wind up 2011, your board of directors is planning some fun events for 
the new year.  

Hope you like reading about what’s happening in the Mercedes-Benz community.  Go 
to our Section website at www.kcmbca.org for more information.

Come visit us.  Hope to see you soon! 
  
Jeff Klepac  

Jeff Klepac loads a container of hot chocolate 
for a trip to serve homeless people on a recent 
Saturday night.

Resolution to Reincorporate Passes
The vote for passage of a resolution to reincorporate and change the articles of 
incorporation for the Kansas City Section was completed.  The results were approved 
by the membership to proceed with moving the official incorporation to Kansas.  
Procedures are continuing to finalize the documents.
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Octoberfest Concours 
October 16th, 2011

by Rich Carlson and Jeff Klepac

1st Place   Jeff Klepac                              240D

1st Place   Robert McGuire                       250C
 

1st Place   Doyle Comfort                         300E

1st  Place   Bruce Palmer                        SL600
2nd Place  Dudley & Joyce Smith          SL320
3rd  Place  Bob Poduch                          SL500
4th  Place  Bob Palmer                           SL550
5th  Place  (Tie) Nick & Patti Schuh        SL500
5th  Place  (Tie) Kelly & Jaynie Bonavia SL500

1st  Place  Don & Susan Sachen         SLK230
2nd Place  Sharon Weinrich                 SLK230
3rd  Place  Denise Klepac                    SLK230
4th  Place  Shelby Sailor                      SLK230

1st  Place  Dudley Smith                            E63
2nd Place  Gary Sailor                             C300
3rd  Place  Ned Smith                                C55

1st  Place  Lynn Pitts                              560SL
2nd Place  Mark Moody                          560SL

1st  Place  Rich Carlson                           300D

Group 4 Early Modern
   Class 6 sedans

   Class 7 coupes/convert

 Group 5 Modern
   Class 8 sedans

   Class 11 roadsters

   Class 12 roadsters

   Class 13 sedans

Group 7 Sports Cars
   Class 17

Group 9 Display
   Class 20

November’s First- 
Sunday Drive

 

This month’s drive took us ‘Out in The 
Country’.   Drivemasters John & Donna Ryan 
guided a large group to the Louisburg Cider 
Mill, located in Louisburg, Kansas.  Along 
the way our route was full of spectacular fall 
color and other interesting sights.  

After a shopping spree inside the Mill’s store 
and sampling some of their delicious cider 
doughnuts, we traveled on to the ‘Tavern’ 
Bar & Grill for a late lunch.

While enjoying good food and conversation, 
we watched in anguish as the Kansas City 
Chiefs lost to the Miami Dolphins. 
It was a perfect First-Sunday Drive - except 
for the game’s final score. 

Mercedes-Benz Cars enhance the 
downtown Louisburg, Kansas area at 
the November First-Sunday drive.
                               Photo by Jeff Klepac

Sunday, October 16th turned out to be a choice day to display our fine 
Mercedes-Benz automobiles.  The group assembled early with nearly two 
dozen examples adorned with the Silver Star. 
 
From the oldest - a ’61 Adenauer 300d to the newest, a 2012 SL550 - the 
annual gathering for this year’s Oktoberfest Concours and German Car 
Show turned out to be a real crowd pleaser.
 
As for judging, those who helped evaluate each beauty once again had 
tough choices to make.  After a couple of hours of examination, the final 
points were tallied and winners in each class announced.  Trophies will be 
awarded at our Winter Gala on January 28, 2012.

Rich Carlson prepares a judges 
sheet with the collaboration of 
Ian Harns 
                Photos by Jeff Klepac

Lisle Kauffman’s 1961 Mercedes-
Benz Adenauer 300d

Concours Results

Winter Gala!
Saturday, 

January 28, 2012
at

Mercedes-Benz 
of Kansas City

Details on Page 3



Saturday, January 28, 2012

Happy hour starts at 5:30 PM 
dinner at 7:00 PM

The Gala will be held at the 
Mercedes-Benz of Kansas City Dealership
13851 Madison Ave. Kansas City, Missouri

On 135th Street, 1/4 mile East of State Line Rd.

All members of the 
Kansas City Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of 

America 
and their guests are invited.

Look for your invitation in the mail after Christmas. 
You need to RSVP as soon as possible and 

no later than January 15th. 

$50.00 per person

 Buffet style dinner with appetizers, brisket, chicken, 
side dishes and desert. Coffee and tea and soft drinks 

provided.  Cash bar is available too.

There will be door prizes - including a  signed print by 
nationally known watercolorist Dana Forrester.  

Trophys will be awarded to those who participated and 
were successful 

in club events during the past year.

Recognition honors will be bestowed for members’ years 
of service. 
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	 At the encouragement of its Board of Directors, 
MBCA|Kansas City has opened its own online Logo 
and Apparel Shop.  Working with The Queensboro Shirt 
Company of Wilmington, North Carolina our section can 
now offer the Club Logo and special events graphics to be 
embroidered onto hundreds of different items ranging from 
T-Shirts to Polos, Jackets to Jerseys, and everything in 
between. No longer does the club have to predict, purchase 
and inventory numerous styles and sizes of logo apparel.  
Our new store will allow a much wider variety of items 
with no “up front” costs to the club.  There’s no minimum

MBCA|KC Logo Shop 
Now Open!

purchase requirement, and the item(s) will be delivered 
to your mailbox or doorstep. And, every item purchased 
provides additional revenue to the section’s treasury, to 
help fund the great events where you’ll be wearing your new 
“duds”.
	 So, what are you waiting for?  Head over to our 
website, www.kcmbca.org and click on the graphic/link for 
our new Logo Shop.  And, if you want to know what to get 
me for Christmas, there’s a nice NIKE polo with the section 
logo on it.  Size medium, please.

Mercedes-Benz of Kansas City

Gala

Defensive Driving / AutoCross
Coming in 2011

The Kansas City Section will once again hold a Midwest 
Regional Defensive Driving and AutoCross event.
  
Come improve your driving skills and learn how your 
vehicle will handle in an emergency situation - all in a 
controlled area with the guidance of an experienced 
instructor.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Friday, April 20th
Tours of the Kansas City area.

Friday evening welcome reception.

Saturday, April 21st
Defensive Driving & AutoCross at Metropolitan 

Community college. See facility here:

www.kcrscca.org/new/content/
mcc-blue-river-precision-driving-center

Saturday evening banquet with Awards.

Sunday, April 22nd
        Breakfast and ‘Funcours’

by John Ryan



Congratulations! Being and staying a member of the Mercedes-
Benz Club of America (MBCA) has its privileges. Because you have 
been a member 12 consecutive months or longer without lapse, you 
automatically qualify for the NEW $1,000 Loyalty Rewards Program 
being offered by Mercedes-Benz USA to Mercedes-Benz Club of America 
members only. This Program, new in 2011, entitles you to $1,000 off 
the price of any 2010, 2011 or 2012 Mercedes-Benz vehicle (excluding 
Sprinter Vans) that you purchase from an authorized U.S. Mercedes-
Benz Dealership.  To receive your $1,000 discount:

Go to your favorite authorized U.S. Mercedes-Benz Dealership 
and negotiate the best price for a new Mercedes-Benz vehicle. 

Present an Official Loyalty Rewards Program “Member in Good 
Standing” Certificate to the Dealer (carefully read #2 below). The Dealer 
will take $1,000 off the purchase price of your vehicle instantly.

To print your Official Loyalty Rewards Program “Member in Good 
Standing” Certificate, please read these instructions carefully.

$1,000 Loyalty Rewards Program
	 You will have 60 days from the day you print your Certificate to 
bring the Certificate to your Dealer for a $1,000 discount. Certificates 
will not be accepted anytime after 60 calendar days past the date it was 
printed (the expiration date will be printed on the Certificate)
	    Once you print a Certificate, you will be unable to print another 
one
	 Primary Club members may redeem one $1,000 Reward 
Certificate during calendar year 2011. The vehicle must be purchased in 
the Primary member’s name
	 Associate Club members may redeem one $1,000 Reward 
Certificate in calendar year 2011. The vehicle must be purchased in 
the Associate member’s name.  Copied, forged or otherwise altered 
Certificates are prohibited. Certificates may not be redeemed toward 
vehicles purchases prior to January 1, 2011
	 Questions? Please call the MBCA’s National Business Office 
in Colorado Springs at 1.800.637.2360 weekdays from 8am-5pm 
Mountain Time
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 www.Complete-Garage.com 

 For all your detailing needs, visit 
us at the Complete Garage.   We 
have Griot’s full line of car care 
products. Save the shipping and 

get it today. 

 For the 
best in 

Car 
Care 

 Complete 
Garage 

15209 W. 87th Street 
Lenexa, KS 66219 

913-322-9175 
Winter Gala!

Saturday, 
January 28, 2012

at
Mercedes-Benz 
of Kansas City

Details on Page 3

Article about KC Section in The Star Magazine
 

Look on page 90 of the November-December issue of The Star for an 
article about the First-Sunday drive to the KC Scout Headquarters.



Spaßnacht
Find out more:

www.kcmbca.org
Click on “Club Info”

__________________

December 19, 7:00 PM

Hereford House
17244 Midland Dr.

Shawnee, KS.
___________________

January 16 7:00 PM

Chappell’s
Restaurant & Sports Museum

323 Armour Rd.
North Kansas City, MO.
___________________

February 20, 7:00 PM

Johnny’s Tavern
95th & Antioch

Overland Park, KS.
___________________

March 12, 7:00 PM

Oneill’s
Restaurant & Bar
9417 Mission Rd.

Leawood, KS

Join
Mercedes-Benz Club of America

Kansas City Section
• Bi-monthly issues of our 
award-winning, full-color na-
tional magazine, The Star, and 
bi-monthly issues of our award-
winning section newsletter, der 
Benz!

• Owner Loyalty Program with a 
$1,000.00 Discount Certificate 
good on the purchase of certain 
M-B vehicles.  

• 15% discount on parts, labor 
and accessories at Aristocrat 
Motors and Mercedes-Benz of 
Kansas City.

• National events with a wide   va-
riety of driving and social  events, 
technical information and active 
discussion forums.

• Local events: Monthly breakfast 
meetings and pub nights, tech ses-
sions, dining events, historic and 
driving tours, autocross and driver 
education events, rallyes, track 
events, picnics, annual holiday 
party, charitable events, concours, 
and more.

JOIN NOW!
www.mbca.org

or call 
1-800-637-2360

Your membership includes an 
associate membership for an-
other person in your household 
in the Mercedes-Benz Club of 
America and the Kansas City 
Section.  Ownership of a Mer-
cedes-Benz not a prerequisite.  
1 year $45, 2 years $87, 3 years 
$127.

2011 MBCA Kansas City Section 
Officers and Board Members

Officers	 	 	 Phone             E-mail
Jeff Klepac, president	              (913) 782-5865    jeff@kcmbca.org
Mark Moody, vice president	 (913) 685-8573    mark@kcmbca.org
Kevin Arburn, secretary		  (913) 648-7675    kevin@kcmbca.org
Joyce Smith, treasurer		  (913) 338-0766    joyce@kcmbca.org
John Ryan, past president	 (913) 268-1252    grownup@kcmbca.org

Board of Directors		
Bob Del Popolo			  (913) 888-2617    bob.d@kcmbca.org
Melvin Price			   (816) 721-0640    melvin@kcmbca.org
Donna Ryan			   (913) 268-1252    donna@kcmbca.org
Bob Poduch                    	 (913) 327-1632    bob.p@kc.rr.com
Rich Carlson			   (913) 897-0260    rich@kcmbca.org
Bob Smith                                   (913) 268-8984    newsletter@kcmbca.org
Larry Ebner                                 (913) 649-7596    larry@kcmbca.org
Dudley Smith                              (913) 338-0766    dudley@kcmbca.org
Ian Harns                                    (816) 812-9495    ian@kcmbca.org
John Ryan                                  (913) 268-1252    grownup@kcmca.org

Newsletter Editor
Bob Smith	                   	 (913) 268-8984    newsletter@kcmbca.org
Webmeister-Administrator	 	
John Ryan                                  (913) 268-1252    grownup@kcmbca.org
Membership Director	 	
Bob Del Popolo	                          (913) 888-2617    membership@kcmbca.org
Midwest Regional Director	 	
Bill Denton (Oak Brook, IL)         (603) 734-3200 regional.director@kcmbca.org
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Eveland Bros. Collision Repair

• Vehicles restored to pre-accident condition
• Expert color matching
• Foreign and domestic

Call for an appointment

7200 W. Frontage Road, Shawnee Mission, KS 66203       www.evelandbros.com

Certified Mercedes-Benz Collision Repair Center
• Insurance claims assistance
• Environmentally safe
• Written limited lifetime warranty

• Factory trained technicians
• State of-the-art equipment
• Rental cars available

913-262-6050

Bosch Authorized Service

Kansas City’s independent 
Mercedes-Benz, BMW, Porsche, Jaguar, Lexus, 

Land Rover and Audi repair shop.

5400 Antioch Rd.
Merriam, Kansas 

66202

913-432-7800

Not just your average garage...

New Location 
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Willkommen New Members !
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We look forward to meeting you soon 
at one of our events.

Uplift Organization, Inc. accepts 
donations of goods and funds.  See 
the Uplift website at www.uplift.org 
for a list of needed items and how 
to donate them.  

There is a link to TireRack on the 
Kansas City Section’s website, www.
kcmbca.org.  Click the link, which is 
the logo shown above, to enter the 
TireRack website to buy their products. 
The K.C. Section receives a small re-
bate when you purchase their products 
through our website. 

NTB National Tire & Battery is offering a discount for KCMBCA mem-
bers. Our friend, Brandon Ebert, the manager at the 119th & Metcalf 
store arranged for that generous discount for our members.  Mention 
account #913-660-8439 and your club membership to the salesman/
service writer.  

NTB Offers Discount to KC-
MBCA Members

Request from the NBO
With every email and address update that we receive at the NBO, (either 
by website, phone, email or snail mail), we will send a 10 % Off Coupon for 
one item in the Club Store. One coupon per member will be sent electroni-
cally (so it must include a valid email address). Please send these updates 
to Geni at geni@mbca.org. Remember, incorrectly mailed items cost the 
club money!

Advance Auto Parts offers many 
online-only specials and rebates 
to our section with 8% of the sale 
being returned to the KC Section.  
You can have your order shipped 
to your home, or pick it up at your 
neighborhood Advance Auto Parts 
store.
Just click on the Advance Auto 
Parts banner ad on our website, 
www.kcmbca.org, and you will be 
taken to their websites to shop.  

New Members
Two new members attended the November breakfast meeting.  We are happy to 
have met Lynette (Looney) Seehausen who drives an E320 4matic wagon.  She ran 
into an old friend, current long-time member Richard Wegner at the breakfast.

New member Ed Roitz was with us on 
the First-Sunday Drive to St. Benedict’s 
Abbey with his 1976 450SEL.  Ed 
obtained an authentic and officially legal, 
1976 Kansas license tag for his car.

We are glad they joined and that they 
could attend the meeting.  We are 
looking forward to seeing them at many 
upcoming Kansas City Section events. 

New member, Lynette (Looney) 
Seehausen and current member 
Richard Wegner.
                            Photos by Bob Smith

Travis Bane
Mike Boyd
Kimberly Carter
Andrew Gioia

Gary Price
Ed Roitz
Dean Seebeck
Jane Stafford

Kenneth Hempen
Thom Leshinsky
John Mettner
David Mickle
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KC Section Helps Fill the Need
by Jeff Klepac

This story might seem unusual, but there is a definite 
connection to both Mercedes-Benz and the Mercedes-Benz 
Club of America.  Most in the Kansas City area know, that for 
Jim Schmidt, his ‘day job’ is Service Manager for Aristocrat 
Motors, the Mercedes-Benz dealer in Merriam, KS.
 
However, few realize that on Monday, Wednesday or 
Saturday evenings, he can be found preparing or delivering 
food to the homeless in the Kansas City area.  Jim serves on 
the board of directors for Uplift, a non-profit organization that 
has provided for the homeless in our area since 1991. 
 
The Kansas City Section supports Uplift as a local charity 
and for the past three years have scheduled someone from 
their organization to speak at our November  breakfast 
meeting.  At that time, we encourage those who attend to 
bring clothing, canned goods and personal hygiene items to 
donate. 

On November 5th, we had 42 KC section members & guests 
attend with a huge outpouring of donated items along with a 
generous cash gift.  

Then on November 19th, my wife and I had a chance to ride 
along with Jim and his wife Jennifer to help dispense food 
and clothing on Uplift’s ‘East’ route. This was a humbling 
experience that I will never forget.  Friends, remember to 
always be thankful.  

Donations of clothing and other neccessi-
ties were loaded onto the Uplift truck at the 
November breakfast.

JIm Schmidt 
(left) and 
Bob Poduch 
(right) pres-
ent Uplift a 
generous 
cash dona-
tion from the 
KC Section.

October First-Sunday Drive
to St. Benedict’s Abbey

by Bob Smith

It was a beautiful fall day for a drive through the colorful 
countryside to Atchison and St. Benedict’s Abbey on the 
campus of Benedictine College.  Our guide was Father 
Blaine Schultz, O.S.B., a delightful man, the organist at the 
Abbey, and its 
official tour 
guide.  He gave 
the Mercedes-
Benz group a 
demonstration 
of a magnificent 
pipe organ, 
describing a 
wide variety 
of sounds and 
feelings that 
he and the 
instrument can 
produce.  We 
were guided 
through private 
areas of the 
Monastery, the 
stained glass 
adorned dining hall and other areas used only by the monks.  
Also we saw displays of Abbot Barnabas Senecal’s personal 
photography.  He is an accomplished photographer.  We 
also viewed photos 
taken at the Abbey 
in the 1950’s by 
w o r l d - f a m o u s 
Life Magazine 
p h o t o g r a p h e r , 
Gordon Parks.  

At the end of the 
tour Father Blaine 
told us a story 
of his personal 
experience with a 
Mercedes-Benz.  
Arriving in Germany 
for a summer long 
sabbatical, he 
was met at the 
airport by a former 
exchange student 
of Benedictine 
living in Germany.  
This former student drove his M-B extremely fast on the 
autobahn while taking Father Blaine to his home.  Parked in 
the garage was a Porsche. His friend gave him the choice 
of either car to use as needed during his stay in Germany.  
Which one did he choose?  The Mercedes, of course.  He felt 
that he would be much safer in it than in the Porsche.   

In the Abbey parking lot, Father Blaine admired Ed Roitz’a 
1976 450SEL.  Ed jokingly said “if you want it, here are the 
keys”.  Father Blaine took the keys, got in, started it up and 
drove off.  We watched as he disappeared around the curving 
roads.  He did return, saying what a nice car it is. 

Bob Cox, Joyce Smith and Dudley 
Smith watched and listened as our tour 
guide, Father Blaine Schultz demon-
strated the Abbey’s pipe organ.
                                Photo by Bob Smith

Father Blaine readies Ed Roitz’s ‘76 
450SL for a spin around the campus 
of St. Benedict’s Abbey.
                          Photo by Bob Smith



CoreFirst Bank & Trust was a major sponsor of the Mid-America Caravan in 2009

Refinishing Straightening

Remanufacturing
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Breakfast is at 9 AM the first Saturday of each month at the First Watch, Shawnee Mission 
Pkwy. at Nieman Rd., Shawnee, KS.  Order your favorites from the menu.  Individual checks.  

What activities would you like to do with your Benz friends 
in 2012 ?  Contact a board member and let them know.

First-Class Mail
U.S. postage

paid
shawnee mission, ks

permit no. 1131

15678 S. Lindenwood Dr.
Olathe, Kansas 66062

Smart Phone Users, 
click this QR Code 
and our website will 
magically appear on 
your phone.

December

January

Dec 3    Breakfast Meeting, First Watch, Shawnee, Ks. 9 AM.
	 Officer Tim Gaughn, KC Police Dept.
Dec 4    First Sunday Drive US Bank, 119th & Roe, Leawood, Ks. 12 NOON
Dec. 19  Spaßnacht, 7 PM.  Hereford House, 17244 Midland Dr. 		
              Shawnee, KS.

Jan. 1    First Sunday Drive US Bank, 119th & Roe, Leawood,        		
	 Ks. 12 NOON  
Jan. 7    Breakfast Meeting, First Watch, Shawnee, Ks. 9 AM
                Lisle Kauffman, Photos of His Trip to The Ukraine.
Jan. 16  Spaßnacht, 7 PM. Chappell’s, 323 Armour Rd., N. K. C., MO.
Jan. 28  Winter Gala, 5:30 PM, MB of KC 13851 Madison, KC, MO.

March

February
Feb. 4    Breakfast Meeting, First Watch, Shawnee, Ks. 9 AM
                 Photo Show of StarTrails 2011
Feb. 5    First Sunday Drive US Bank, 119th & Roe, Leawood,        		
	 KS. 12 NOON
Feb. 20  Spaßnacht, 7 PM. Johnny’s Tavern, 95th & Antioch, Overland Park, KS

Mar. 3    Breakfast Meeting, First Watch, Shawnee, Ks. 9 AM
                 Chad Dearth, KC Trends.
Mar. 4    First Sunday Drive US Bank, 119th & Roe, Leawood,        		
	 KS. 12 NOON
Mar. 12  Spaßnacht, 7 PM Celebrate St.Pats. O’Neills, 9417 Mission Rd.
                 Leawood, KS.

For the latest list of events, 
visit our Web site at:    

www.kcmbca.org

Our calendar is continuously being reviewed 
and updated throughout the year.  It’s never 
too late to suggest activities that you think 
would be of interest to our members.


